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Delinquent Behaviors Highest Among
Local Middle School Marijuana Users

Broward County middle school students who self-reported using
marijuana within the past 30 days (“current users”) on the Florida Youth
Substance Abuse Survey also reported higher levels of delinquent

behaviors within the past year than even high school current marijuana

users or any students who were current drinkers of alcohol, and those who
were not current marijuana users. Rates of middle school students
reporting they (1) carried a handgun, (2) attempted to steal a motor vehicle,
(3) were arrested, (4) carried a handgun to school, (5) were suspended
from school, (6) attacked someone with the intent to hurt them, (7) were
drunk or “high” at school, or (8) sold illegal drugs were significant higher for
middle school students who also reported any marijuana use within the
past month with rates ranging from 2 to 3 times higher than those reported
by high school marijuana users and far greater than non marijuana users.

2% 2% 3% 1%

13% 11%

3% 1%

28%

19%

28%

7%

48%

35%

40%

57%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Carried

Handgun

Attempted

Steal Vehicle

Been

Arrested

Handgun to

School

Been

Suspended

Attacked to

Hurt

Drunk or

High at

School

Sold Illegal

Drugs

Not Current Marijuana Users

Past Month Marijuana Users

Percent of Broward Middle School Students Reporting DelinquentPercent of Broward Middle School Students Reporting Delinquent
Behaviors byBehaviors by Current (past 30Current (past 30--day)day) andand NonNon--CurrentCurrent Marijuana UseMarijuana Use

%
R

e
p
o
rt

in
g

D
e
lin

q
u
e
n
t

B
e
h
a
vi

o
r

in
P

a
s
t

Y
e
a
r

Source: FL DCF – 2008 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey Broward County.
Sample= 4,142 Broward Middle School Students


