
Broward Barometer of Substance Abuse
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The chart below summarizes the severity and trends for
indicators of substance abuse among youth in Broward
County, Florida. The Severity Index is based on the number
of drug-related deaths and emergency department reports.
Consumption Rates of use are based on 3 surveys among
middle and high school students and the general population
aged 12-20 years. Trends monitor changes in consumption
and consequences over 2 years.



Current (past 30-day) Drug Use Among
Broward County High School Students

2000-2008

Source: Florida Youth Substance Abuse Surveys 2000 -2008
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The Brain Continues to Develop into Adulthood

The brain undergoes dramatic changes during
adolescence. One of the areas still maturing from
ages 5 to 20 years is the prefrontal cortex, the part
of the brain that enables us to assess situations,
make sound decisions, and keep emotions and
desires under control. Introducing alcohol or other
drugs while the brain is still developing may have
profound and long-lasting consequences.



Theft or Violence
Among Past Year Marijuana Users
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